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Theoretical Logic and Empirical Evidence of Building the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area as a

Leading Hub for Chinese Modernization

Yan Zongxin, Chen Yongjun, Chen Yiguo
(Development and Reform Research Institute, Guangdong University

of Finance & Economics)

Abstract: The construction of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Arca (GBA) as a “Leading Hub for Chinese
Modernization” signifies that the GBA's strategic vision must
transcend developmental dimensions to embrace civilizational
dimensions. The GBA is not only poised to become a pivotal
economic engine for China but also to script a new chapter in the
modern civilization of the Chinese nation. This paper employs a
dual theoretical framework of Marxist spatial production theory
and institutional innovation-driven logic to systematically elucidate
the theoretical essence of Chinese modernization as a new form of
human civilization. It demonstrates the GBA's leading advantages
across dimensions such as population scale, common prosperity,
dual-civilization coordination (material and spiritual), ecological
governance, and peaceful openness. By constructing a Chinese
modernization indicator system encompassing five core dimensions
and utilizing cross-regional panel data from 2007 to 2021, this
study applies entropy method measurement and spatial gravity
model analysis to empirically reveal the GBA's central hub status
and radiating efficacy within Chinese modernization network.
Furthermore, the research proposes pathways to advance the
GBA's historical leap from developmental capacity enhancement to

civilizational paradigm innovation: deepening the “One Country, Two

ERAAE KAy ERAAMAT AR B R Y 2504

Systems” practice through institutional opening-up, reconstructing
industrial civilization via digital-green dual transformation, and
cultivating modern civilizational actors through livelihood integration
projects. These strategies aim to provide a Chinese solution for
global sustainable development.

Key Words: Chinese Modernization; The Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area; Leading Land of Modernization
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